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I  uL-  noupe,  haying  ui^der  consideration  the  report  from: 
^h«  seject  committee  of  thirty -three — 

I  .Mr.^§i'x5AKBB.,i.  Ittfrs  beeu'  .said,,  we  are  in  the' 
midst  of  axeFolution.  Itis  more  accurate  to  say, 
that  we  are  iu  tlie  freseilce  of  a  vast  conspiracy, 
wKicti  biis  at  leugtb  jissumed  the  proportions  of 
revolution  I  pi*  ip  .:rie  ti  ^  nine  •iiid  try  to 
understarid  it, 

i.T^hejice  coijjew  it.?    liy  wJiai  wtjuusV    Whither 
djieslt  teiid  ?     I'hree  pregnant  qne>-tions. 

THKeONSPIRAGY. 

j  iir  ijiowti  tome  from  oouspirators,  v.  lio  udniit 
that  long  ago  thiy  laid  the  plan,  that  carefully; 
they  Lave  prepared  the  uieaus,  and  that  such  has! 
WeH  their  life-laborj  ■  irurning  to  the  procvied- 
udigs  otlthe.  liRjsiHlatiire  of  the  State  ;of  houth! 
©a*T>lih«iaii^l860,ia  a,  debate  upo>n  a  jiropt^siiitm! 
foir  M;  Si^BtllePu  Coagress,  we  find  that  one  mem-.' 
ber:(A!r.  W.  S.  Lyies)  said  that  the  remeiJy  for! 
iWir  WTOi^^s  va-s  the  union,  of  the  South  and  (he 
formtttmv  af^a 'Southern  confederacy. .' ^%\eYA\\ 
raenibors  decl&rtefl' their  purpose  so  to  vote' on 
the  pemfii:g>bill  as'to  hasten  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union  Mr.  Keitt  said  ho  would  sustain  the  bill; 
provjilijig  for  the  ele^-tion  of  delegates  to  a  soutii- 
ero'X'iiiighfiss,  becaase  he  thought  it  would  bring 
ahi-ii ''■')  ''inrhsjieedy  dissolution  of  the  Union.  In  the 
"  ■iQoiiveiitiou"  of  South  Carolina,  re- 

cently lu  session,  one  member  (Mr.  Parker)  said, 
i»l,f^h'f;^;#bfi!'t?  upou  the  (-ecession  ordiuauct:,  "this: 
i?:'j'jX)i§p>^i«npdic  eflort  that  has  come  &uddenly| 
upoit  us  •  liut  i«  has  been  gradually  culminating! 

f(j  ■  sei'm  "of  years,  \xnti],  at  last,  it  has' 

Qv'iu^:  i.  ital  poipi  when  we  may  say  the  mailer 
iaientioaiy  riaht."  Another  member  (Mr  Inelis) 

^  3Urd^r''-''j\16&tof  us  have  had  this  matter  undorj! 

'  comidi-ration  for  the  last  twenty  years."  Another 
^. ember,  (i\Jr.  Keitt,)  recently  a  member  of  this 
H-Qui,'^,  .sard  he  '-had  been  engaged  in  this moVe' 
(n*nti^\er  since  he  eutrred  pr-litical  life  "  He; 
rej.77<'itig1jr|j[iro!i0onced  the   Union  buried    and: 

•  dt^bpip-':'*  tts'tiag  on  the  grave  Anotherniember,) 
(My.  11  rett.j  once  a  member  of  this  House,  and 
'  ftef  Wiiids'k  Senator  of  the  United  States,  said' 

McGiu.  &  AViTHEBOw.  Piiiitors. 


jthat  "the  seoeB^ioii  of  Sou\h  Carolina  is  not  an 
event  of  a  d>i^-,  is  not  produced  by  Mr.  Lincoln's 
election,  or  by  the  non-executioij  ot  the  fugitive 
islave  Law,  but  is  d  matter  whiclt'^has  bten  gathering 
head  for  thirty  years."'  Thus  the  conspiracy  is 
confessed.  Ex-Re[re:^entatives,  ex-Senators,  in 
the  face  of  the  W'^rld,  declare  that  the  overthrow 
of  the  Government  w.i-  their  great  object  of  de- 
?=ire  and  efiFort,  wb'-  they  were  sworn  officers  of 
that  Government,  receiving  compensation  from 
it,  and  intrusied  with  the  care  of  its  vast  in» 
iterests^s  .  ...  ^j>/;  :■■.:.../. 
i  Had  itnibt  Asee'fi'  confesSfsd;  it  could  easily  have 
been  proved.  -As  far  back  as  1844,  Mr.  Clay 
wrote  to  a  citizen  of  Alabama : 

••  From  deveiopuientB  now  being  made  in  South  Caroliua, 
•it  is  perfectly  manifecf  that  a  party  exists  in  that  State, 
Iseekins  a  dissolution  o(  thi»  Union,  and  for  that  purpose 
'employ  the  pretext..o|,^he  reject^()^  ti^^^r.  Tyler'a  abonpji-r 
nable  treaty."  '' '        "    '  "."  ' 

In  May,  1833,  General  Jackson,  in  bis  letter 
to  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Crawford,  after  congratula-. 
iting  himself  on  the  d^ath  of  nullification,  and  the 
dftfeat  and  dishonor  of  itrS.advo.cates,  remarked 

aa  f'dlowrt :  .       ' 

'    "The. tariff,  it  is  now kuo««,  was  «  ineie  pretext."'         * 
*        *        *    ,      ".Xfterefore,  the  tariff  was  only  the  pre- . 
text,  and  diBUnioh  ahiT  a  southern  confederacy   the  real 
object."'     '■-•;'■ 

He  then  adds  tie  propl^etic  words: 

.    "The'neixt  pretB.xt' .mil  be  ftie  negro  or  slavery  ques- 
ition."      '     '  '■  '  f' 

How  accurately  the  sagacious  patriot  meas- 
ured the  conspirators;  how  thoroughly  he  com 
preheuded  them  ;  how  clearly  he  foresaw  their 
net-work  of  devices  I 

How  firmly  they  t-eized  the  pretext,  how  per- , 
sevefingly  they  have  hamlled  it,  let  their  ever-. 
|increa.si;g  igitatioo,  iheir  ever-ri.sing  exactions, 
jtl^'eir  destruction  of  meii'and  parties  for  infidelity 
to  it,  and  their  mi.<re  Mud  more  unreasonable  de- 
mands, give  an?wer.     Do  you  need  further  evi-  , 
denceV    Recall  the  secession  excitement  of  1850, 
the  Nashville  couvCiitJon  i.l    1851,  the  freqiienf 
(so-called)  southern  commercial  conventions,  the,- 
ri'peated  fillibusttring    expeditions,   the   seces- 
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sion  demonatrations  of  1857-58,  and  the  organi- 
zation of  "  United  Southerners,"  described  andj 
recommended  by  Mr.  Yancey,  in  Lis  Slaughterj 
letter  of  June  15,  1858,  whose  purpose  was  tol 
"establish  committees  of  safety"  all  over  the 
cotton  States,  to  "fire  the  southern  heart,  in- 
struct the  southern  mind,  give  courage  to  each 
other,  and,  at  the  proper  moment,  by  one  or- 
ganized, concerted  action,  to  precipitate  the  cot- 
ton States  into  a  revolution."  Tnis  league  in- 
cluded men  of  all  paa-ties  who,  (such  is  the  de- 
scription,) "keeping  up  their  old  party  relations 
on  all  other  questions,  will  hold  the  southern  is-, 
sue  paramount,  and  will  influence  parties.  Legis- 
latures, and  statesmen."  What  fearful,  if  not, 
fatal,  measure  of  success  Las  crowned  their! 
ceaseless  endeavors  to  ronse,  excite,  and  inflame 
the  souihern  mind  to  the  desired  points  of  revo- 
lution, the  seditious  condition  of  the  Gulf  States 
demonstrates. 

ITS  CHAftACTERISTICS.  • 

The  conspiracy  was  wide-spread,  combined 
many  powerful  influences,  and  appropriated  the 
apt  agency  of  a  secret,  and  probably  oath- 
bound,  organization.  It  apparently  invaded  the 
Cabinet,  making  executive  officers  connivers 
at,  if  not  participants  in,  its  atrocious  policy. 
It  penetrated  the  Departments,  and  used  their 
machinery  for  its  nefarious  purposes.  And  it; 
has  been  suggested,  not  improbably,  that  the 
House  and  Senate  Chambers  have  not  escaped 
defilement.  At  its  touch,  privacy  was  penetra- 
ted, secret  doors  opened,  all  information  gained, 
and  all  desirable  dispositions  efl'ected.  So  Intel-' 
ligent  were  the  guiding  spirits,  and  so  perfect 
their  arrangements,  that  when,  at  a  given  signal, 
treason  lified  its  head  in  a  thousand  quarters, 
few  supposed  that  the  sudden  and  simultaneous 
movement  was  the  result  of  foresight  and  prep- 
aration. A  conspiracy  so  wide,  complete,  and! 
extensive,  never  before  threatened  the  over- 
throw of  the  national  Constitution,  and  the  de- 
struction of  human  hopes  and  rights. 

If  judged  by  its  causes,  real  or  pretended,  it 
must  be  pronounced  uejuslified  ;  if  by  its  char-j 
acteristics,  wicked  and  diabolical.  In  every j 
element,  it  is  hateful  and  despicable.  It  was^ 
conceived  in  disappointed  personal  ambition,' 
and  born  of  cunning  and  calculating  malignity. 
It  has  fed  and  thrived  upon  the  worst  of  pas-l 
sions,  and  its  very  grossness  betrays  the  hide-| 
ousness  of  its  life.  Its  footprints  are  plainly 
traceable  upon  the  nation's  pathway  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  ;  and  now  into  this  magnificenti 
but  uncompleted  Capitol  has  come  its  ghastly! 
and  horrid  form,  its  scowlixig  face  and  wrath- 
ful words  and  hating  heart.  To  many,  unsus-j 
picious  of  stich  depravity,  it  has  come  unawares. l 
Others  have  long  observed  its  stealthy  creep. 
It  has  been  here  before.  A  year  ago  it  moved| 
angrily  through  these  marble  Halls.  It  has  re- 
turned, tenfold  more  violent  and  vicious.  As  it 
is,  we  must  meet  it — either  succumb  to  it,  parry, 
it,  or  maintain  the  contest  necessary  to  destroy 
it.  ! 


ITS   HISTORY. 

i  This  suggests  the  second  point :  What  means 
have  brought  it?  These  conspirators  live  in 
southern  States,  but  have,  or  have  had,  allies  in 
'northern.  Their  first  attempt  upon  the  Govern- 
ment was  made  in  1832,  when  they  met  the  iron 
!will  and  sterling  pitriotism  of  Andrew  Jackson, 
jwhose  Roman  virtue  no  bribes  could  sway  or 
jthreats  subdue.  They  retired  vanquished,  flee- 
ling  to  the  sand  hills  of  the  Palmetto  State,  where, 
Inursiug  their  wrath,  they  have  kept  it  warm, 
'While  the'hero  lived,  he  checked  and  thwarted 
them.  Dying,  he,  with  wonderful  significance, 
lenjoined  his  family  to  use  the  memorials  of  his 
bravery  in  defending  the  Union  from  *'  domks- 
Itic  xaAiTOKS,"  as  well  as  foreign  enemiei. 
From  1840  to  1848  they  labored  assiduously  to 
!corrupt  the  populpi-  heart,  using  artfully  the 
'agitation  consequent  upon  Texan  annexation. 
In  1851  they  took  steps  towards  the  overt  act ; 
but  the  southern  heart  had  not  yet  been  fired, 
and  the  cotton  States  would  not  be  precipitated 
into  revolution.  Crafty  in  the  use  of  pretexts — 
as  observed  by  Jackson,  Clay,  and  Benton,  and 
now  by  all — thoroughly  intent  upon  their  single 
purpose,  watchful  of  and  eager  for  opportunity, 
and  gathering  energy  from  defeat,  they  have  la- 
bored relentlessly  the  last  ten  years  ;  and,  aided 
|by  the  excitement  created  b)  the  ruthless  repeal 
jof  the  Missouri  compromise,  and  the  subsequent 
'despotic  Kansas  policy  of  two  Democratic  Ad- 
ministrations, they  are  now,  in  1861,  as  if  to 
prove  the  continuity  of  their  life,  executing  the 
programme  marked  out  in  1851,  as  mosteflicient 
for  the  destructive  work. 

For  years  they  sufl"ered  for  want  of  a  suitable 
agency  through  which,  unsuspected,  to  reach 
the  public.  For  a  time  they  were  excluded  from 
the  Democratic  party;  but  they  ai  length  re- 
entered it,  and  at  once  its  decay  began.  By  a 
gradual  process  they  changed  both  its  creed  and 
policu-  They  reversed,  as  a  necessary  prelimi- 
inary,  the  theory  of  the  very  nature  of  the  Gov- 
jernment,  and  the  source  of  its  power.  Jackson, 
following  the  fathers,  taught  that — 

i  "  This  is  a  Government  in  which  all  the  people  are  repre- 
sented; which  operates  directly  ou  the  people  individually; 
not  upon  the  States;  they  retain  all  the  power  they  did 
not  grant.  But  each  State,  having  expressly  parted  with 
so  many  powers  as  to  constitute,  jointly  with  the  other 
iStates,  a  single  nation,  cannot,  from  that  period,  posse.<!s 
any  right  to  secede;  because  such  secession  does  not  break 
a  league,  hut  destroys  the  unity  of  a  nation :  and  any  in- 
jury to  that  unity  is  not  only  a  breach  which  would  result 
from  the  contravention  of  a  compact,  but  it  is  an  offence 
against  the  whole  Union.  To  say  that  any  Slate  may  at 
pleasure  secede  from  the  Union,  is  to  say  that  the  United 
iStates  are  not  a  nation;  because  it  would  be  a  solecism  to 
contend  that  any  part  of  a  uutiaa  migut  dissolve  its  con- 
nection with  other  parts,  to  their  injury  or  ruin,  without 
icommitting  any  offence." 

The  southern  Democracy  of  this  day,  almost 
!with  unanimity,  assert  and  maintain  this  "  right 
of  secession  ;  "  while  many  northern  (especially 
Breckinridge)  Democrats,  milaly  denying  it,  give 
ithem  "  aid  and  comfort,"  by  skillfully  prating 
of  the  ujiconstitutionality  of  coercion.  To  justify 
Ithis  form  of  reasoning,  they  deny  the  popular 


character  of  the  Government,  and  rest  it  upon! 
the  States,  defining  the  relations  between  thei 
States  as  a  league,  and  the  General  Government 
as  an  agent,  which  each  one  ia  at  liberty  to  dis-, 
card  Ht  pleasure,  ;ind  which,  as  recently'  ex 
pressed,  the  seceders  are  about  to  hand  over  to 
the  remaining  partners — themselves  retiring  ! 
Largely  depriving  the  national  Government  of 
vitality,  they  have  proportionably  exaggerated^ 
the  State  Governmeuts — allegiance  to  which,  in 
violation  of  the  precise  language  and  the  entirel 
tlicory  of  the  Constitution,  th^'v  have  placed 
first  in  the  scale  of  obligation.  From  defacing 
the  creed  of  the  party,  th^-y  proceeded,  by  an; 
irresistible  logic,  to  denationalize  its  policy,  de-i 
eiroying  its  nobler  features,  and  supplanting 
them  with  either  the  shadows  of  former  substance 
or  the  denial  of  former  attributes.  They  have 
denied  the  right  and  paialyzed  the  power  of  the 
Government  to  protect  the  labor  of  the  country. 
They  have  made  of  no  effect  its  power  to  con- 
struct river  and  harbor  improvements,  or  aid  in- 
ternal commer.^e.  They  have  destroyed  its  effi- 
ciency for  maaj'  important,  practical,  and  use- 
ful purposes,  not  now  necessary  to  be  named, 
and  have  limited  its  agency  to  the  narrowest 
fields — thus  removing  it,  as  far  as  possible,  from 
the  people  ;  and  whilst,  by  numerous  means, 
destroying  the  centripetal  tendencies  in  our 
system,  they  have  intensified  the  centrifugal, 
already  increased  by  our  widened  territorj'  and 
its  diverse  interests,  by  unduly  elevating  the 
claims  and  rights  of  the  States,  to  whose  "  pe- 
culiar system,"  as  coAtrastcd  with  the  nation's, 
they  are  now,  by  natural  consequence,  attempt-' 
\rg  to  give  extra  territorial  vitality  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  general  weal.  The  necessary  result 
of  this  policy,  embrf».ced  by  many  with  that  view,! 
has  been  to  weaken  the  bonds  of  the  Union,  and,' 
by  a  gradual  but  certain  prooews,  to  prepare  the! 
people  sought  to  be  enticed,  for  the  rebellious 
and  revolutionary  purposes  now  avowed.  On! 
every  occasion,  in  every  mode,  and  on  every' 
fubject  save  one,  they  have  dwarfed  the  policy  of! 
the  Democratic  party,  aud  left  it  a  husk  without! 
1'fe-giving  or  life-sustaining  quality.  I 

1  have  said,  on  every  subject  save  one.  I  refer, 
of  course,  to  that  which  is  their  chiefest  pretext. 
On  all  questions  affecting  slavery,  they  treat  the 
Constitution  with  violence:  stretching  it  far 
beyond  its  letter  or  spirit.  To  this  end  they 
have  adapted  themselves  successively,  with  ama- 
zing readiness,  to  every  necessity  of  the  hour. 
Anxious  to  break  down  the  doctrine  of  congres- 
sional prohibition,  they  adopted  the  theory  of 
ieaviiig  to  the  Territorial  Legislatures  the  con- 
trol of  the  "domestic  institutions"  of  the  people. 
That  passing  purpose  sufficiently  secured,  they 
denied  the  power  of  the  Territorial  Legislatures: 
bostilely  to  touch  slavery.  Using  this  doctrine' 
for  a  temporary  purpose,  they  threw  it  aside  as^ 
worthless,  setting  up  in  its  place  the  dogma  that, I 
as  the  Constitution  recognizes  slavery,  neither! 
Congress  nor  the  Territorial  Legislature  can  pro- 
hibit it,  and  both  must  protect  it  against  a  hostile 


local  sentiment.  Proclaiming  the  sanctity  of  com- 
promises until  that  of  1850  is  accepted,  they  repu- 
diate all  such  notions  in  1854,  and  destroy  the 
Missouri  compromise  of  1820,  which,  while  not  in 
their  way,  was  esteemed  well  nigh  sacred,  and  fit 
to  be  extended  to  the  Pacific.  In  their  eagerness 
for  the  admission  of  slave  States,  they  sought,  in 
1858,  to  drag  Kansas  into  the  Union  against  the 
!will  of  her  people  under  a  fraudulent  slavery 
constitution  which  did  not  embody  the  popular 
iwish,  and  was  known  to  be  in  opposition  to  it — a 
measure  of  wrong  repudiated  by  the  Territory, 
icondemned  by  the  conscience  of  the  country,  and, 
after  the  act,  confessed  by  a  distinguished  sup- 
jporter,  to  have  been  a  disgraceful  measure,  which 
i"  should  have  been  kicked  out  of  Congress." 
While  in  1860  and  1861,  they  resisted  to  the  last 
'point  the  admission  of  Kansas  with  free  institu- 
tions conformable  to  the  popular  will.  So  wholly 
have  the  conspirators  wielded  the  Democratic  or- 
ganization in  their  destruction  of  the  old  land- 
marks set  up  by  great  men  to  be  preserved  forever. 
As  the  conspirators  debauched  the  creed  and 
policy  of  the  Democratic  party,  so  they  manipu- 
lated the  men  of  that  party,  or  discarded  those 
they  could  not  manipulate.  In  1844,  when 
■Van  Buren  promised  to  be  unyielding,  they  pre- 
Ivented  his  nomination  by  establishing  in  the 
convention  a  novel  and  arbitrary  rule,  till  then 
junknown,  which  transferred  control  of  the  party 
from  the  majority  to  the  minority,  who  have  held 
it  ever  since,  and  through  it  have  ruled  the 
jcountry.  In  1847,  they  threatened  the  "crush- 
ing out"  process  against  all  who  advocated  the 
Iwilmot  proviso.  In  1848,  Gen.  Cass  gained  their 
support  by  abandoning  former  opinions,  and 
adopting  new  ones,  couched,  however,  in  such 
Delphic  words  that  they  were  interpreted  oppo- 
isitely  in  different  sections.  In  1849-50,  a  saga- 
cious and  patriotic  southern  President,  when 
resisting  their  machinations,  was  struck  down 
by  death.  In  1852,  they  nominated  General 
jPierce,  whose  antecedents  and  surroundings 
were  satisfactory.  During  his  administration 
(vast  evil  was  done,  and  vastly  more  prepared. 
In  1856,  they  gracefully  yielded  to  the  necessity 
of  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  who  did  not 
falter  in  their  service  until  it  would  have  been 
treasonable  to  go  further.  In  1860,  their  real 
character  and  purpose  was  disclosed.  Fearing 
and  hating  Mr.  Douglas  for  one  act  of  disobedi- 
lence,  they  expended  every  effort  to  prevent  his 
jnomination.  The  two-third  rule  and  other  appli- 
ances failing,  they  kept  the  Charleston  Conven- 
tion several  weeks  in  session,  forced  an  adjourn- 
!ment  to  Baltimore,  where,  failing  to  defeat  Mr. 
;Douglas,  they  seceded,  broke  the  convention  in 
'twain,  nominated  a  second  candidate,  hopelessly 
[divided  the  Democratic  party,  and  compelled  a 
!Republican  victory. 

1  Thus,  the  Democratic  party  divided,  the  Re- 
publican party  triumphant,  the  whole  southern 
Ipeople  purposely  misled  as  to  its  opinions  and 
jpolicy,  and  the  fitting  occasion  supposed  to  have 
[arrived  for  placing  the  match  to  the  magazine, 


Uuioii  to  "tiiially  rally  against  tlioaeHj.ieculalivc 
feir<jr.s,  'ifiAbli,'  ag'sumin^  a  pvictkat  chatUcter, 
mustsiibviii't  it."  y,  R.,t  -  - 

Tb'.;  sauie  views  are  rounU'in-his'coiTeffpo&d- 
ence  with  Mr.  Webster,  audV  af  an  earffei^  (late, 
with  Alexander  Hamilton,  to  'whonj,  j»euili!bg 
the  ratification'  of  the  Constitu'iou  By.  the  S'tate 

of  New  York,  hp  said :       '  '  , 

'•  •';■::  ';(!•  V ri  .  '  .  ,  . ' 
••My  c)pmion  is,  that  *  reservation  pffher^glit  to  wita- 
aw  if  amendments  be  not  (feeicled  oii' under  the  forih  of 


the  conspiracy  was  unveiled.  To-day  it  wtaud.s 
before  the  .\merican  people  lh.e  , most  hideous 
4eveIophieiit  in  their  history  or l^tji^grf  auy  other 
Ijfitioii.  I  , 

^■,  ITS  PURPOSE  AND  iPATil.  : 

e  1  proceed  to  the  tliirdqne.-itioir:  whither  does 
it  tead,  and  by  .wh.*t  v.i-th?.  The  pam  is  the  as- 
serted right  of  3e.cessit)nt  tlMfend,  th«  dissolution 
of  the  present  Union.     Oo    ihe  other  question. ^,^,^, 

at  least  equally  important:'  what-  shall  fnllow||t)ie  Constitutio.i.  -within  a  certain  time,  is  a  (tondtti6n!tl 
di8«)lation  '  there  is  great  .iHi*retice  of  opiuioii.  -.atifioation  ;  that  it,  does  not  iuake  New  York  a  meinber  oi 
uiowuiuiiuu  .    ^    ^  o  f  tlie  Unioa  ;  and  consequently,  that  she  should  '■■:. ^V,.-^- 

Some  prefer  a  southern  ccsite^tvrncy,  wicha<,on-;  ^^.^^.^j  ^^^^  ^,1^^  ^j^^  Compacts  must  ho  recipioo.u,  u>iH 
Stitution  much  like  the  presentiii  vthers  proposet  principle  wouhl  not,  in  such  case.  t>e  {treservefl.  ■  'Bhe  Cyti- 
a  reconstruoiion  of  this  G'.v.-riiment,  with  new  stitution  lequires  an  adoption  in  toto  A^psoKiveii^h::  -:  • 
guarantees  and  'conditions;  on  the  extent  of  GeneralJackson  is  repeatedly"  on  recaMd-jsartl 
which  they  •^.gain  differ.  .•Vll,  however,  1  believe,! |in  his  message  to  CiJngress  on  the  16tL  o^  Onini 
agree  in  "sloughing  off  "  New  England.     (Jthers|jary,  183B,  deelared  that —  i!        : 

incline  to- a  cou^ti'imiouMi.  wouarchy;  others,!}  "The  liglit  of  the  people  of  a  single  Stat« Do  aiwolTe 
a^ain  as  foreshadowed  by  Go  veriiur  Picken.s,  of;  ;themselves  at  will,  and  without  the  consent  of-iiih^.<?ihCT 
^*      .'-^       ,•        i  ^  •■  ^,^,«w  ,  «4     States,  froni  their  most  solemp  ..obligations,  audlta/vH-d  th« 

South  Carolina,  to  a  Strong  mitiM.Ta,rygow?nnient  !m,ej.ties  and  happiness  of  the  millions  cdinp'^vigthib 


There  is  this  much  method  in  their  madness 

they  : agree    upon    the  destructive  part'of  their 

policy,  hut  largely  differ  upon  the  con^l ructive ; 

no  new  experience,  since  to  pull  down  requires 

only  hruta  force,  to  buiiii  up  requires  great  qual 

ities.     I  have  lieard  it  lat'dy    s; 

things    were    necessary    in    K''vernniet;tal   con- -j^  .^  ^  j^^^^.^^  ^,_j.^.^^^  c.^  j^-gt^j.^^ -^^^^^^^ 

struction:  wi'-e  men,  money,   and  the  tMvor  0^1^^,^-^^^^  especially   in   those  confiicleracies 


Union,  cannot  be  acknowledged;  and  that  sifch  Htilhowty 
is  utterly  repujjnant  both- to  the  priacipjes  upon  which  the 
General-  Government  ia  constituiifd  :ui-(  the  .^l-jei-ts  v.hii  h 
it  wan  ex^iressly  formed  to  attain." 

The  doctrine  has  never 'been  cpuiiteusiuceu  l>y 
"•T'u''"'"  V'  'the  Supreme  Court,^  Or  oV  such,  statesmen  a - 
aid    that   three  ij^j^^  Qui^cy  Adams,  Clay,;  Benton,  or  Web.tpr.; 


God.      [f  this  be  true,  this  southern  movt-mentj 
must  haVei disastrous  termination.  1 

The  paih  choi?en  is  by  the  ollegad  vigi^c  pos 
sessed  by  each  State  to  secede  at  pleasure  from 
the  Union.  It  is  scarcely  necij-jsfery- to  saT  that 
this  is  a  doctrine  wholly  without,  iiuthority, 
against  common  sense,  and  repudiated  in  terms 
by  the  most  emin;*nt  of  our  statesmen.  Mr. 
Madison,  in  the  recently  published  letters  to  N. 
P.  Trist,  Esq.,  written  in  18o2,  says: 

"I  partake  of  the  wonder  that  the  men  you  name  should 
view  Bei.;e8.sion  in  the  light  mentioned.  The  essential  differ- 
ence between  a  free  government  and  a  governiuexit  not  free 
if,  that  the  former  is  founded  in  compact,  the  parties  to 


whose  frames  were  so  cart  fully  stddiVii  by  The 

'  1?(3?,  .the  Leg 


fath  -r;.  >if  our  Government, 
islature  of  Kentucky  dejclart-d,  'by  re,-otu,!r^ 
that  "the  right  of  secession  is  not  oulyMinau- 
thorized  by  the  Coustitatlou,  bill  iB  repugnant  to 
its  letter  and  spirit."  In' 1851,  the'  Irtat.-;  sjoii- 
veutiou  of  Mississippi,  called  t''  consuler  tlVu 
c-inipromise  measures  of  1850,  resolved  thjjM' ; 

••  The  asserted  rigtit  of  sece8Sis>n  from  the  Unipn  on.tke 
part  of  a  State  is  nttfejly  uhsanctioued  '  by  the  FWeral 
Constitution."  '    '  '  "^  '  '      ' 

Mississippi  is  no-w  a  seceding  State— so  fe;i^iily 
are  di-catded  opiuibcs  n-s-umvd' wh'-n  '-•iii>'^d  u, 

wWch  are  mutually  and  equally^ bound  by  it.    Neithfr  of[\n,  supposed  emergency. 

them,  therefore,  can  have  a  greater  right  to  breal-  fff from)]      ^^  rnucll  for  the  path,  which  Las  b*ien  hewn  by 

the  bargain  than  the  other  <rr  otfiers  have  to  hold  hrm  lo  it.\\       '  _,.-,  u  ^^.-^viv.  iiJi'Jt     '-''  ■V."   t-y  ii'n-, 

And  certainly  there  i- nothing  in  the  VirginiH  resolitjous;  [force,  and  d,;e-i  n^t  iegal'3   exwt 

of  1798  adverse  to  this  principle,  -n-hich  is  that  of  ruinraon 

sense  and  common  justice.      The  fatlaey  which  draws   a 

different  conclusion  from  them  lies  in  confounding  a  single 

party  with  the  pnrties  to  the  co-nRtitntionaI  compa*  t  of  the 


lis 


J  U.Siii'XCATlGfN . 


Now  tor  the  justifying  reaa.uns..    Mr.  M^difon 
myt*  a  peop^ie  may  be  acisgli»ed- froni  cuirigiafiet 


United  States.    The  latter,  havinj  maiie  tlie  compact,  may  i     -         .*      -  .  -,,.   „„_,    ,,f  t^nvi-rtimpiit    '•  an 

do  what  they  will  with  it.  The  former,  as  one  oi  the  par-  Jwhen  there  IS,. on  tJie  par, -ot  Uovu  iiiaeiit„^_^  an 
ties,  owes  fidelity  to  it  till  rdfasedhy  consent,  or  absolved  lintoUrable  abuse  '  i  t!iO  p-v\i'>T  cv'-iteo.  l'>ieh 
by  an  intolerable  abuse  of  the  pow«-r  created.'-  ithal  abuse  exist '' 

In  the  same  letter  Mr  Madison  alludes  lo  Mr.  j  \  propose  ro  examine  mis  p./iut  furiy-n-wuv- 
Jefferson's  opinions  as  expressed  in  his  letters! iing  all  technical  points — and  therefor^  to  con- 
to  Monroe  and  Carrington,  to  the  effect  that  it; 


denso  from  the  papers  issued  by  the  .conytntivn 

of  South  Caroliu  r.  a^statemeut  of  thfrii,-  grii5\5aave« 

u  (Ustificfition  of  th  ir  action;     Those  ^pap^rs 


was  not  necessary  to  fin-.l  a  "right  to  coerce  in 

the  Federal  articles,   that  being  inherent  in  the 

nature  of  a  compact  "  |!are  two  iu  number — the  ad-tress  to  tbfj  stave- 

Mr.  Madison  again  says :  '  'yMmg  States,  and  the  decUratiop  of  independ- 

,.:  °     ,  ^   .  ^^    ,^,  ,        .  _.    .  ,„  ience,  each  prepared  by  a  separate  committee; 

^Many  seem  to  have  lost  sight  of  the' great  pl-mciple,  r   """''  ^     ^  ,    f     ,,        ii„,^„;„,  ,,,.       ,,„ 

that  compact  is  the  baMs  and  essence  of  free  government;  jthe    former    reponed    by>Mr.    MeiominfetJ,,  . 'he 

and  that  ne  right  to  disregard  it  belongs  to  a  party  till 


released  from  it  by  causes  of  which  the  other  parties  have 
«a  equal  right  to  judge.  In  the  event  of  an  irreconcilable 
conflict,  not  of  rights,  but  of  opinions  and  claims  of  right, 
force  becomes  the  arbiter." 

o-jjegftili-:  he  called  upon  all  real  friends  of  the 


latte.  by:  Mr.  Rt.ettT-Tb*4it'(*#ntlemeflpi,,u  .Har- 
mony with  the  sentiinent'rof  their- Siaie,, and 
thoroughly  familiar  -with  the  cuUBeprofneompiaint. 
The  former  paper  is  tlie  more  elaborate.  It 
opens  with   a  btatement  "that    the^  oner  great 


evil,  Iroui  \vliicli  all  othfv  eviit;  hiivc  tlowcii,  is 
the  (jveifbrow  of  the  Conatituiioa  ut'  the  Unitt:>i 
Slates;  "  the  Government  being  in.'  L)T!irer  free, 
liut  a  de.^potiijtn, .tiuch.a  Govtriinuiit  as  o;ir 
fathers  resisted,  ip  ;i77-6.  It  ussu'ues  a  paral- 
lelism between  the  cbmplMints  of  South  Carolina 
uuci  the  colonies  auii  sustains  it  by  asserting 
that  the  northern  States,  "  haviiifj;  tiie  niajoricj 
in  Congress,  claim  t''e  snnie  ower.of  oninijio 
teace.iif  legislati  )a,as  the  British  ParliameoT  " — 
the  ''.general  w,elfare/'  being  ih^  only  limit  ro 
tli.e  legislation  of  eithf^r :  tliai;  the  south«rn 
Siaies  are  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  North, 
Jiud  that  the  representatiyn  of  the  southern 
States  [li  Congress  is  useless  to  proteuc  them' 
agfiiig!t'tax,ii^iou.  It  also  complains  that,  for 
tj^^  , la ■'t  forty  ye.ai's»  the  people  of  the  South 
have  beeu  taLX^d  .by  duties  on  imports,  not  for 
revtau<i!,  b^it  fur  an.  objec  iacoiu^istem,  with  rev- 
enue—to  ja-omote,  by  prohibition,  northern  in- 
fjer'.  SLS  in.  ijtie  promotion  of  their  mines  and  man- 
ul'aoiUrws;  and  that  of  ihe  taxes  codected  from 
ihtm,.  three-fourths  a.re  expended  at  the  North, 
thur  imp  ^^  eri:ihing  the  former  and  enriching, 
the  liiLlter.  This  exhausts  one  biauch  of  the  ar-i 
gumeiji.  .  To  all  which  it  may  be  answered — 
.^  Ilifst.  Ttiatthe  Constitution,  so  far  from  being 
overthrowii,  has-been  administered  upon  sub 
siautialiy  the  s^me  principles,  "muking  due 
allowance  for  the  iuijitrtectiou  aud  errors  inci- 
dent to  all  human  aii'airs,"  from  .the  organiza- 
tion of  tUe  Government  .to .-the  present  time. 
During  it,  „the  Supreme  Court  has  changed  less 
frequently  than  any  other  department  of  the 
Governm.  ut;  and  for  many  years  a  majority  of 
its  judges  have  beeu  from  the  southern  States. 
The  tei.)d>'ucy  of  its  decisions,  also,  has,  within 
the  last  thirty  yv^ars,  been  more  aud  more  nar- 
row.ing.dowu  towards  the  stat  dard  of  the  South 
Carolina  school,  as  is  known  iiy  every  student  of 
our  poiiiic^.  Besides,  the  g  uv-ral  legis'atiou  of 
jlje.VOiinliyliaK  been  closel;.  confined,  h  ,d  in  re- 
peati^d^i^Stauces  has  been  i.uliified,  by  tue  inter- 
"sitipn  of  jhe  executive  p.. wer.  which  h  is,,  with- 
uut  materiiil  exception,  iieeu  in  the  Lands  cr' 
under  the  contnd  of  the  -juth  rn'cicates. 
^ ^Second.  The  attempted  parallel  tails,  because 
th^^.^pionies  were  not  represented  in  Parliament ; 
"  the,  soiithern  States  jare,  represented  in  Gon- 


gr^jjs,  precisely  in  pr, portion  to  their  claims 
Had  in  acoordam;e  with  the  provisi(n>*  of  the 
Constitution  ratified  by  all  nnd  bindino-  all.  It 
fails,  also,  because  the  British  Prirliament  is 
bmnipoleut;  and  the  Congress  is  limited,  as  all 
tidnjit,  by  the  grants  of  the  Constitution,  which' 
the  Suprf-m*'  Court  has  interpretr-d  with  much 
severity  and  uniformity.  Neither  is  the  parttllell 
more  happy  as  to  renulls  than  as  to  the princJj>le ; 
for,  although  it  is  asserted  that  the;  •'  represen-l 
ladou  of  the  southern  States  is  useless  to  pro-! 
tect  them  agn)u.st  taxation,"  I  challeng>-  iny  one; 
to  j)oint  out  a  case  in  which  a  measure  (.f  taxa-' 
tion  has  been  resisted  by  the  South  and  enforced 
by  the  North.  There  is  no  such  case.  But  ifl 
there  were,'  it  would  not  necessarily  relieve  thsi 


soutiuuu  t; tales  from  their  allegiance  ;  for,  to  be 
justified,  tbey  must  be  able  to  point  out  an  "in- 
tolerable abuse."  That  is  impossible.  The 
claimed  parii,ileU6Di  not  existing,  Jt  is  easy  to  see 
wherein  the  two  parties  essentially  differ.  The 
colonists  planted  themselves  upon  their  principle, 
without  regard  to  the  amount ,  the  South  Caro- 
linians, chiefly  ujjon  the  amount,  subordinately 
■npoti  the  principle,  and  erroneously  upon  both. 

Third.  The  ailuslou  to  the  tariff  (juestiou  is 
wisely  restricted  to  the  last  forty  years,  since, 
iprior  tothat  time,South  Cfiro'ina  Representatives 
voted  for  protective  tariffs.  Mr.  Calhoun  made  an 
able  speech,  in  this  House,  in  favor  of  the  tariff 
act  of  181ti ;  and  South  Carolina  and  other  south- 
ern membej-s  supported  it  against  the  protest  of 
New  England.  Neither  is  this  the  complaint 
which  the  jeople  of  the  Somh  can  make,  for  they 
havenevor  been  united  in  favor  of  a  purely  reve- 
nue tarifJ"  No  protective  tariff  bill  ever  passed 
without  southern  support;  and  that  of  1842, 
which  had  a  majority  of  but  one  vote  in  each 
House,  received  thirteen  southern  votes  in  the 
Hou.se  and  five  in  the  Senate.  The  tariff  policy 
was  inaugurated  uiider  Washington,  aiid  has 
continued  with  various  modifications  up  to  the 
present  time ;  and  it  is  a  remarkable,  and  for  the 
authors  of  the  address  a  humiliating  fact,  that 
the  present  tariff  law  was  voted  for  by  the  whole 
South  Carolina  delegation  in  Congress,  of  whom 
one  is  known  to  have  declared  himself  opposed 
to  all  tariffs,  revenue  or  protective,  and  in  favor 
of  direct  taxation.  Furthermore,  for  the  last 
foui-teen  years,  the  changes  in  our  tariff  system 
have  been  from  one  reduction  to  another,  and 
complaint  is  less  justified  on  this  point  «oz<>  than 
at  any  former  period.  Besides,  it  is  not  true 
that  norrhern  interests  have  been  solely  protected 
by  our  tariffs;  for  in  all.  the  southern  interests 
of  sugar,  tobacco,  and  hemp,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  iron  interest  of  the  South,  have  beeu  largely 
'protected;  Tims  this  petul&nt  complaint  disap- 
pears^r-being.  if  an  offence,  not  exclusively  a 
northern  one;  if  a  benefit  to  any  interests,  not 
exchisively  to  northern. 

'.  Fovrth.  It  is  complained  that  the  taxes  col- 
lected among  them  are  not  expended  among 
them.  I  have  nomjeans  of  knowing  what  amount 
of  money  has  been  expended  by  Government 
for  various  purposes  in  the  southern  States  ;  but 
|i  do  not  recall  a  single  instance  in  which  aid  was 
refused  to  an  important  work  because  located 
in  a  southern  State.  As  to  the  fortifications 
erectef;  hy  Government,  most  of  which  are  now 
in  the  possession  of  seceding  States,  a  report 
jmade  a  few  years  ago  showed  th.at  $13,366,000 
Ihad  beer  expended  upon  them  ;  and  it  is  known 
that  those  works  were  completed  and  strength- 
ened, others  commenced,  and  that  in  the  last 
three  years  iarga  sums  have  been  spent  upon 
public  buildings  in  Charleston,  New  Orleans, 
and  other  southern  cities.  A."  to  the  other  phases 
of  thi-"  petty  complaint,  I  commeud  attention  to 
the  subjoined  extract  from  a  speech  made  in  the 
convention  of  South  Carolina ; 


'•When  we  complain  in  the  agsregate.  or  in  general  terms' has  been  executed,  and  generally  without  die- 
when  we  say  that  the  grievances  of  South  Carolina  are  o^der ;  that  it  has  been  more  faithfully  executed 
found  in  the  fact  that  the  Treasury  has  been  (Jepleteo  by;  ,,  ^    .  ....      ,,  ■'  ., 

illegal  means,  and  in  undue  proportion  administered  to  the  than  Certain  corresponding  liiws  in  the  southern 
North,  I  question.whether  we  are  quite  safe  in  alleging  States;  and  that,  in  no  case  has  an  alleged  slave 
that  as  agrievance  of  South  Carolina,  without  qualification. 
There  has  been  an  unfaithful  execution  of  the  Constitution 
on  the  part  of  its  own  general  agent  in  that  respect.  But  miSSlcner 
let  us  not  forget  to  confess  the  truth  under  any  and  all  cir- 


escaped  except  when  adjudged  free  by  the  com- 


That  the  legislation  of  the  fifteen' States  named 
cumstances.  "^What  have  we  ourselves  been  doing?  And  in,  nroves  the  imputations  cast  upon  them  false  ;  or 
the  city  of  Charleston,  too.  %yhere  have  you  brought  your;  r  ,  ^f  S  »      .i     »i,«„^;=^« 

supplies,  and  with  whom  do  you  trade?  Where  has  the,  if  they  have  the  appearance  of  truth,  there  is  no 
greatsurplusof  your  money  been  necessarily  spent?  Where' reason  to  doubt  that  the  laws  will  be  revised, 
has  it  gone  to  ?  "  Has  it  not  gone  to  the.se  people  who  have;  I  ^^  placed  in  i.roper  shape  :  but  if  this  were  not 
received  the  Federal  money  ?     Government  and  individuals  r  _  ,      /.    V^.  •      iU„  tt„;„« 

have  sought  the  same  ms.rket.  Why?  Becau-^^e  nobody  SO,  there  IS  a  remedy  for  the  Cjise  in  the  Union, 
else  could  furnish  the  articles  each  wanted.     Can  you  say,  '  "         •       -  •        •  ™,  .. 

therefore,  that  the  Federal  Government  is  to  be  blamed  for 
spending  a  targe  amount  of  money  in  the  non-slaveholding 
States  ?  Where  was  the  Federal  Government  obliged  to  get 
it  necessary  support  for  the  Army  and  Navy?  Where] 
could  the  Federal  Government  till  up  the  ranks  of  its  Arihy 
and  Navy  ?  Will  you  not  allow  the  Government  to  buy  of 
its  own  citizens,  as  we  have  all  done?  If  by  Ihe  cunning  of 
these  men  in  the  non-slaveholding  States  they  have  been 
able  to  present  to  the  Government  inducements  to  obtain 


and  under  the  Constitution.  That  the  election 
of  an  adverse  President  has  always  hitherto  been 
peacefully  acquiesced  in  by  those  now  victorious  ; 
that  the  mere  election  is  not  an  offence ;  that  the 
^^'jopiuions  of  the  Presiident  elect  are  grossly  mis- 
represented and  perverted  in  the  State  papers 
before  named  ;  that  if  di.sposed,  he  could  not  do 

.      •    ,.  ,  ■   ,    TT-u         1  ii^^u      what  is  wrongfully  attributed  to  him;  and  that, 

their  supplies,  can  we  complain?     Where  else  could  they  | "  "''  .n  »4   u„   „„„=f;t„fa,]     tha 

have  been  prncured?  So  far,  the  Government  has  been  I  as  the  next  Congress  would  be  constltUteU,  the 
obliged  to  spend  its  money  among  the  people  of  the  North!  president  would  be  powerless  to  coritrol  legisla- 
and  Northwest  for  bacon,  lard,  and  all  the  supplies  of  th^,..  m,     ^  xi       n,,estion  of  citizenship  is  oue  of 

Army  and  Navy.     I  submit  these  views  for  the  purpose  of  i'^-'"    .       '.  '  i-   i      .   -u         i„    \,c^^   K.^^^ 

draw'ing  the  attention  of  the  convention  to  the  fact  that  we]  jCOnsntutlonal    law,  which    tribunals    have   been 

may  go  too  far  in  this  document,  and  use  assertions  too  Igpecially  erected  to  decide.  And  that  the  last 
strong."  complaint  is  a,  prediction— not  a  fact — a  predic- 

Their  last  grievance  has  reference  to  the  slave|  ^.-^^q  ^^^  founded  on  a  tiue  statement  of  past  or 


question.      While   complaining  of  the  congres- 
sional prohibition  of  slavery  from  the  Territories 
-a  policy  inaugurated  by  the  consent  of  Vir 


present  occurrences,  and  with  no  probability  or 
possibility  of  realization. 

Such  are  their  proclaimed  grievances  and  com- 


ginia  and  other  slavehoMing  States,  at  the  be- i  jg^j^;^.  .^^(.}J  g|jjo,  jn  brief,  the  facts  which 
ginning  of  the  Government,  and  now  uuly  coa-j  ^g^g  xhem  groundless;  or,  if  to  any  extent  real, 
templated  to  a  limited  extent  by  any  party — the  l^^jj^gjij^l^lp  within  the  Union.  Never  did  rebel 
address  charges  that  the  purpose  of  the  Repub-  jp^^p^^  ^^  flimsily  ju-tify  themselves.  It  would 
lican  party  is,  the  interference  with  slavery  in  ij^g  wonderful  if  any  one  believed  their  reasons 
the  slaveholding  Slates  :  a  complaint,  also  pros-  'g^jj^fjj^.j„^y  ^tr  defending  so  gravea  step.  Indeed, 
pective,  but  made  in  spite  of  the  distinct  and  ij  think  it  demonstrable  that  the  members  of  the 
emphatic  declarations  to  the  contrary,  in  the  ipQjj.ygn(j„j,  f^i/  (he  weakness  of  the  statements 
Chicago  platform,  and  by  Rppubiicaus  every-ll^jj^j  ^j^gj^  j.,^\jgp  In  the  debate  upon  the  decla- 
where.  Indeed,  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  the  Re  iration.  Mr.  Maxcy  Gregg  objected  that  it  was 
publican  members  of  Congress  will  consent,  with  gjigj,^  „y  {[^^  tariff  and  the  unauthorized  expen- 
Bubstantial  unanimity,  to  iuitiate  proceedings  ^jj.ypgs  ^.f  Qpygrnment,  while  it  laid  "the  main 
by  which  such  a  prohibition  shall  be  inserted  iD;!gtress  upon  the  incomparably  unimportant  point 
the  Constitution,  should  it  appear  tbat  this|Lgi,^tiye  (^  fugitive  slaves,'  Mod  fhelaws  of  north- 
complaint  is  sincerely,  and  not  hypocritically  ^j.^  g^j^^^..  jn  relation  thereto.  He  further  pro- 
made.  The  declaration  of  independence  of  South  i^ggtg^  against  weakening  their  cause  by  "c-n- 
Carolina  touches  this  subjectin  d.;tail,  alleging  :  gj^ij^c  themselves   to   these    miserable   fugitive 

First.  That  the  laws  of  the  General  Govern-, jsja^^g^j^^g"  Mr.  Keitt,  defending  the  address 
ment  fail  to  make  effective  and  vaUiahle  the  fu- }j^jj^  jtg  omission  of  the  tariff,  reminded  Mr. 
gitive  clause  of  the  Constituti  m.  Gregg  that  all  of  South  Carolina's  Representa- 

Second.  That  fifteen  States  have  enacted  la  wsj  ^.j^^g  j^  congress  had  voted  for  the  [..resent  tariff  I 
nullify   the    laws   of  Congress  ori^j^jj  regard  to  the  fugitive  >l;ive  law,  of  whose 

non-execution  complamt  is  made,  Mr.  Keitt  said 


which   either 

prevent  their  execution 


Third.  That   Mr.    Liucoln    has   been    chosenjj^g  ^ad  "  very  great  doubts  about  the  propriety 


President. 


of  the  fugitive  slave  law;"  ami  Mr.  Rhett  said 


Fourth.  That  certain  States  have  elevated  tojlj^g  j^^j  doubt  of  us  c  nstitutionality.  and  had 
citizenship  certain  persons  who,  by  the  supreme!ig^pj.gc.gg^  jt  ^jjm  ^  n, ember  of  the  Senate, 
law  of  tue  land, areincapableof  becoming  citizens.  Xouchingthe  (so-called)   'personal  liberty  bills," 

Fifth.  That  after  the  4th  of  March  next,  ihejiiyij  Wardlaw  thought  th*-  stress  laid  upon  them 
equal  rights  of  the  States  will  be  lost,  and  the  l^^p,  ,|,g  address  "too  much  the  appearance  of 
slaveholding  States  will  nolonger  have  the  power|;gppj,jj,,   pleading."      Judge   Withers   intimated 


of  self-preservation 

To  all  these  it  is  easily  answered  : 


ijvery  distinctly  that  the  causes  stated  were  not 
'sufficient  to  secure  his  name  to  the  act  of  seces 


In  not  a  single  case  has  the  fugitive  slave  law  jsion  ;  but  he  signed  it  by  reason  of  other  causes, 
been  rendered  inoperative:  but  in  every  case  it||not  stated,  which  were  cortrolling. 


Lookine  over  the   proceedings  of  the  conven-i  !the  South.    Tho  faithlessness  of  hair  a  century  ha*  opened 
ijuuiviiig   u»c»  I        t/  V  e,  1  a  eulf  of  separation  between  them  which  no  promises  or  en- 

tion  and  the  Legislature,  I  can  find  but  the  fol-  ga^gements  can  fill." 

lowing  additional  ciuses  stated  anywbere;  and  ["  ^fj^y^  i^as  South  Carolina  shut  the  door  against 
I  present  them,  so  as  to  make  their  case  complete.  !rg(.OQ(;iliatiou,  asserted  independence,  and  be- 
One  is  named  in  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  guu  the  attempt  toestablish,  upon  reactionary 
Senate  of  the  State,  namely:  that  the  people  of  principics,  a  new  gover-.meut,  with  a  basis  an- 
the  slaveholding  States  pay  two-thirds  of  the  tagonizing  it  to  all  European  Powers,  •whose  re- 
revenue  of  the  country.  In  the  same  spirit,  the  ^Qg^j^^Qji  ihey  expecf  to  purchase  by  promises 
Mayor  of  New  York,  in  his  late  me:^8age,  claims  ^f  profitable  trade.  Let  us,  for  the  sake  of  the 
forthatcity  that  it  ■•contributes  in  revenue  two-  pa,gt,  if  not  the  possible  future,  and  more  in 
thirds  of  the  expenses  of  the  United  States.''  gon-ow  than  in  anger,  screen  from  further  view 
These  two  self-exaggerating  authorities  thus  i^^.  petulance,  prejudice,  and  hatred,  the  un- 
account  for  one-third  morp  revenue  than  is  j^oiy  ambition  and"  headlong  desperation  of  the 
received,  and  relieve  the  bulk  of  the  population  pj-gggnt  masters  of  South  Carolina,  whose  is  the 
of  the  country  from  all  agency  in  supporting  the  anomalous  position  of  having  complaints  without 
Government.  foundation,  grievances  without  actuality,  suffer- 

Another  is  stated  by  Judge  Withers,  and  is  to  iijg  without  wounds,  oppression  without  bur- 
the  effect  that  a  jury  in  Pennsylvania,  about  (jgng^  and  apprehensiuns  without  reason, 
thirteen  years  ago,  failed  to  find  a  true  verdict  xhe  bther  seceding  States,  wisely  profiting  by 
in  a  case  of  death  arising  out  of  the  re-capture  t]ie  example  of  South  Carolina,  held  their  con- 
of  slaves.  And  another  he  states  thus,  in  his  lygQ^jong  y,{i\^  closed  doors — having  published 
report  from  the  committee  on  the  relations  of  qq  r -port  of  the  debates  on  the  adoption  of  their 
the  -laveholding  States:  The  dissatisfaction  oj-jijiances  of  secession— and  have,  prudently,  re- 
with  the  government  is  not  attributable  to  "any-  fraiued  from  attempting  to  give  a  detailed  state- 
thing  in  its  structure,  but  to  the  false  glosses  ^ent  of  their  grievances.  This,  also,  is  significant, 
and  dangerous  misinterpretations  and  perversion  Every  step  in  this  treasonable  movement  betrays 
of  sundry  of  its  provisions,  even  to  the  extent,,  ^j^g  conscious  guilt  of  its  participants. 
in  one  particular,  of  so  covering  up  the  real  pur-  ;  j^g   INEVITABLE   FAILURE, 

p.iges  of  certain  legislation  (meant  to  protect  ^^^  ^^^.  g^eaker,  I  have  thought  of  the  possible 
domestic  manufactures  in  one  section)  as  to  jg^^^^^^j^^'^^  ^j^-g  ^;^j^^^  ^^^  forecasted  the 
estop  the  Supreme  Court,  m  its  opimoa,  irom  ^^^.f^,^j^jj^^gj.j,j^(g^g3,-^.j.^^3  ^j^j^^j^  ^^^^3^^^^^^^^ 
judicially  perceiving  Its  real  design.  Ihave  beenoverwhelmedwithdismayatthedepth 

This  completes  the  •' dreary  catalogue,  .a*  and  darkness  of  the  abyss  toward  whose  brink  we 
made  by  the  champions  of  disunion .  How  piti-  j^^^^^  ^^^^  tending.  It'is  unfathomed  and  unfath- 
ful  the  list :  But  It  was  the  best  possible.  Not  ^^^able.  By  none  of  us  or  ours  be  the  attempted 
one  has  the  ring  of  reality  ;  not  one  will  bear  the  ;^ggg^j.g^,g^^  ^^^^  ^^^^ ,    B^^  ^jU  ^j^j^  calamity 

le  us  ?    I  hope — yea,  I  believe  it  will  not. 
Such  self-destruction  is  in  the  highest  degree 
unnatural  and  criminal. 


test  of  fact.     Several  members   expressed  *^is- 1^^^^^.,^^^^ 
satisfaction   with   the   papers;  but  none  could 

strengthen  them,  and  they  were  adopted      Thus  unnatural  and  criminal.    It  is  not  only  violative 
they  stand  upon  the  page  ;t  history,  challenging  ^^  ^  instinct,  but  destructive  of  every  vaiu- 

criticism  and  judgment,  being  as  remarkable  for  :^^^  interest,  immediate  and  prospective.  Not 
sophistry  in  argument  as  inaccuracy  m  ^tate-,,^  ,  ^^^^  ^^^3^1^^^^^  ^^^^^^  -^  ^^^^^.^^  ^^^^.^_ 
ment.  What  the  verdict  of  mankind  will  oe,  who  i^.^j^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  complications,  each  a  fruit- 
can  doubt  upon  reading  this  paragraph  from  the  ^^  ^.^^.^^  ^^  irritation  ;  not  only  would  it  sub- 
speech  of  Judge  Withers,  uttered  immediately  i-^^  ^j^^  ^gj^j^^j.  ^^  ^^^  stronger,  and  open  us  to 
ing  the  ordinance  of  secession  :  uv,„   j„,„„,.„i:,:„„  ,i;^i„^„„„   ..4-  ,u^  ,.^„.o„.i;r,„ 


before  signing  me  oramanoe  oi  secession  :  ,\^^  demoralizing  diplomacy   of  the  contending 

'•I  think  if  every  member  of  the  convention  shou'd  draw  ifactions,    families,    and    houses   of  Europe,  thus 
up  an  indictment  against  the  people  of  the  unfaithful  con-,.  -^.^  ^^^^  against  republicanism  ;    but 

tederate   States,  and  vou   might  have  any  number  of  ad-i  i  i     ?  i  •  •  i.  •   i     • 

dresses  upon  that  subject,  yoM  w/mW  pro6a6?y  ./i7!<?  wo  <W  |it  would  destroy  American  unity,  which  is  one 

very  nearly  alike.     Since,  therefore,  every  one's  taste  and  'of  the  great  facts    of  history  ;    thus    committing 

jiidgment  cannot  be  answered,  if  there  be  no  substantial  j         •  -^  Immanity.      All   races    feel   this 

objection  to  the  addresses  before  us.  as  I  think  there  13  not,  1  .       ?  •  i  i  .  i-      i 

it  is  proper  to  vote  for  them,  and  I  shall  do  so."  1  {yearning  tor  union ;  and  many  have  strugglmgly, 

Surely,  those  grievances  cannot  be  very  actual  |and  for  years  vainly,  sought  it.     To  us  it  came 

or  well  defined  which  no  two  of  one  hundred  and  Snarly  and  without  diflSculty,  for  we  encountered 

fifty-five  members  of  a  convention  elected  for  theljfew  or  no  disturbing  causes;  and  hence  we  value 

purpose  did  cr  could  agree  in    stating.     Suchlji' too  lightly.      What  the  home  feeling  is  to  the 

confession  is.  itself,  complete  as  an  arraignment!  jindividual,  national  unity  is  to  a  people.     The 

and  condemnation  of  South  Carolina,  and  a  de-  'f^mer  unlocks  his  soul,  leads  him   m  paths  of 

fence  of  the  Government  soughttobeovertbrown.i  perennial  beauty,  tills  him  with  noble  emotions, 

I  turn  willingly  from  this  mortifying  exhibi-  i^nd  fits  him  for  higher  life.     The  latter,  by  a 

tion  of  maddened  men  seeking  to  pull  down  thellmysterious  but  powerful  attract.on,  clasping  in 

pillars  of  the  Republic.     I  say  maddened,  fori  brotherhood  those  who  are  one  in  lineage  and 

what  else  induced  this  passage  in  their  address  ?;  [language,  consolidates  their  energies,  intensifies 

„  T^ .  *     ,  *   X       ,  ^      iv.  fy  *!  itheir  powers,  multiplies   their   capacities,  and 

"•It  18  now  too  late  to  reform  or  restore  the  Government,  i ,  .        ^  ,  -^i  •  •  ^     xi. 

ofthe  United  States.    AU  confidenge  in  the  North  ie  lost  in' '^ives   them,  With   ever-renewiBg  vigor,   to  the 
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fulfillment  of  their  missiop.  tyrants  cannot 
crush  this.  Even  Napoleon,  in  this  pride  of  his 
powtT  and  the  flush  of  brilliant  victorj'— his 
heel  on  the  neck  of  nationalities  whose  empires 
he  had  mastered — could  not  reconstruct  the  map 
of  Europe.  Ages  cannot  dim  it :  for  at  this 
moment  the  world  thrills  with  the  spectacle  of 
the  long-lost  Italian  natiju  reasserting  its  unity, 
and,  after  weary  and  fearful  oppression,  gath- 
ering up  its  life-elements  for  consolidation  into 
a  liber;»l  and  powerful  government. 

How  dififereutly  we  appear  1  The  events  trans-i 
piring  on  our  Gulf  coast  proclaim  a  revolution! 
threatenei  without  just  or  adequate  cause,  notl 
so  much  by  open  as  secret  means;  not  in  a| 
spirit  of  thoughfulness,  but  msduess;  not  in  de-l 
liberation,  but  rashness;  not  \n  manliness,  but 
covertaess;  its  purpose  to  disunite  men  of  one 
race  long  united  under  the  freest  and  bosl  insti-; 
tutious,  enjoying  and  having  enjoyed  unequaUed 
civil,  political,  social,  family,  and  iprsonai  bless- 
ings. Cnu  such  a  movement,  thus  initi.ited, 
carried  on,  and  aimed,  be  successful?  Surely, 
no.  It  contains  within  itself  4.Ke  causes  of  in- 
evitable failure.  It  ought  to  fill  It  will  fail. 
Mankind  cannot  aiford  its  success.  The  Amer- 
ican people  will  mit  allow  it  G'-d  (I  speak  it 
with  reverence)  will  not  permit  the  s;icrilegious 
overthrow.  Every  instinct  revolts  at  it.  Every! 
principle  rebels  against  it.  Every  interest  criesj 
aloud  in  earnest  protest.  States  "may  I'eel  and| 
fall;  communities  may  forget  their  duties;  ma-l 
jorities  may  be  misled ;  citizens  may  neg'ect| 
their  trust ;  folly,  terrorism,  and  treason,  mayj 
rule  the  hour;  but  the  storm  will  pass,  the 
calm  come,  and  peace  he  again  within  our  borT^ 
ders.  It  may  not  be  very  sodu.  The  virus  is 
not  thns  easily  expelled  from  the  body-politic. 
Blows  are  not  so  soon  forgotten.  Gashes  do  not 
at  once  heal  up;  and  when  the.y  do.  scars  are; 
left.     But   this   much   is   certuin :  .this  UNiaSJ 

WILL    NOT    BE    DESTROYED.       You    ask,   what    wlllj 

save  it?  I  answer:  that  ever-living,  ever! 
tiiinkiug  mass — the  people — will  save  it.  But! 
how?  Through  the  agencies  within  their reachi 
— their  popular  assemblies,  and  the  myriadj 
forms  of  their  organized  life  ;  (heir  local  Legis-j 
latures.  State  conver.tiuns,  caigressionitl  repre  ! 
sentatio!!  and  executive  head,  upon  each  devolv-j 
ing  a  share  of  the  labor  and  le-ponsibility.  Itj 
may  not  be  done  in  .n,  day ;  and  gentlemeui 
should  not  demand  such  precipitancy.  Years  werej 
required  for  the  original  coustructii.in,  and  timel 
is  now  needed  to  dissipate  passion,  reveal  truth,! 
and  induce  rational  views  of  outy.  Complaints 
must  be  examined,  opinions  compared,  and  a  pol- 
icy determined.  Whatever  can  fairly  be  asked 
of  me,  I  am  ready  to  do,  as  my  votes  w  11  show.f 
Meanwhile,  whatever  be  the  precipitate  or  cra-l 
ven  conduct  :>f  complaining  States,  the  Govern- 
ment should  preserve  its  position — giving  up  no 
right,  escaping  from  no  duty,  and  conceding  no 
release  from  allegiance  to  itself.  Combining  the 
magnanimity  of  the  powerful  with  the  tender-! 
ness  of  the  loving,  while  asserting  and  maintain-: 


ling  it's  authority,  it 'shoufd'  exiaust  all  peaceful 
lagenciea  to  restore  the  frenzied  to  soundness  oT 
{mind  and  sobriety  of  judgment.  But  if  concilia'tio.u 
jshould  not  awaken  dormant  patriotism,  norkin^- 
jness  produce  con.sideratio'i  ;  if,  in  dire  infatua- 
jHon,  all  honorable  adjustment  be  spurned,  all 
Ipeaceful  accommodatinn  be  refused,  then  will 
[have  iu-nved  the  time  to  "test  the  strength  of 
'the  Government."  Sir,  T  both  dread  and  repru- 
ibate  collision  ;  but  if,  to  maintain  this  Goye;rn- 
!ment  against  vile  conspiracy,  and  save  our-^.elve^ 
from  anarchy  and  the  republican  systeiujfroT^, 
contempt;  if,  to  protect  our  property  .frpigj. 
spoliation  and  our  flag  from  dishonor^  ifj  li> 
jkeep  from  the  page  of  history  the  scornful  seu-j 
jtence,  '*  free  institutions  are  a  failure,"  collision 
jmust  come,  let  it  come,  and  upon  the  yggressors. 
rest  the  responi-ibility.  It  has  been  remarj^^d 
by  a  profound  thinker,  with  as,  much  force,  as. 
ifreshness :  "  Blood  is  not  the  worst  thing  in  his-' 
itory."  I  add,  neither  is  it  the  weakest.  I  have 
always -hoped  that,  at  least  in  this  country,  we. 
had  advanced  beyond  the  necessity  for  an  app^iU. 
to  force.  I  sincerely  hope  we  have.  I  yet  cherish, 
the  belief  that  we  have.  But  if  we  lia^ye  not,' 
woe  to  those  whose  wickedness,  in  mislqa,ding, 
[deceiving,  and  "firing"  the  people,  inj^kes  siiclj, 
ia  probability  within  irdinary  range.    :  .  ",. 

I    But  daring  every  danger,  bearing  every  bur- 
■den,  submitting  to  every  sacrifice,  and  meeting 
levery  conse-quence,'  the  American  people  will 
'preserve  this  Government,  because  they  .loveits 
liberal  institutions  which,  in  their  compa,c.tnes3,, 
ivigor,  efficiency,  and  power,   ai'e-fitiiyjg|'mopu7 
Iments  of  the  towerin^g  men  who  mn^c^e  ^i)l\em ; 
[because    every  dear    association,  every  tie  of 
[interesf,  eveiy  present  and  prospective  good,  is 
linvolved  in  the  maintenance  of  the  Union;   bv-. 
jcanse,  justly  ■Tieasuring  their  history,  which  b^n 
been  one  of  great  achievement,  and  their  fumre, 
[which  ahounds  with  brilliant  promise,  they  know 
that  union   has   made    our   pathw;iy   radiantly, 
bright,  and  is  the  bow  of  promise  which  flushes 
'■he  coming  years:  because  they  .appreciate  tliQ. 
limportance  to  mankind  of  the  manly  qualities  of 
jthe  Anglo-Saxon  race,   which  requires   a  home 
jand  a  becoming  theatre  of  action,  and  whose 
jChoicesl  seat  is  this  fertile,  expan.sive,  and  cen- 
tral empire;  and  because,  their  souls  reverently 
jmindfiil  of  the  centuries  of  toil,  privation,  and 
[Suffering,  of  which  modern  civilization  is,  the 
^product,  they  would  esteem  it  impiety  to  throw 
away  their  precious  privileges,  whose  fruits  are 
peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness.    Having  tlms 
determined,  and  from  so  exalted  motives,  tlie 
self-reliant  American  people  will  address  theni.-i 
selves — yea,  are  now  addressing  themselves— to 
this  patriotic  and  Christian  act;  and  they  will 
'patiently  perform   the  duty,  whether  it  leadgi 
them  through  sunshine  or  storm,  the  plenty  of 
peace  or  the  perils  of  war  ;  never  ceasing  from- 
their  labor  until,  their   nation  saved,  mankind ; 
assured  an  asylum,  and  liberty,  a  coiintryy^'thedi*'' 
work  shall  be  fully,   honorably,    nobly  done. 
Sir,  in  this  faith  I  have  lived  ;  in  it  I  wish  to  die: 


.f/V 


